
 

Burnopfield Primary School 
Early Years Curriculum Policy  

‘To inspire, challenge and care’ 

Teaching and Learning Drivers 
Growth Mindset 

Respect 
Well-being 

 
Curriculum Drivers 

Inspirational People 
Adventure 
Aspiration 

Covid 19 Update for September 2020: 
● EY staff identify and teach gaps in pupils’ knowledge, experiences and understanding; using informal observations, discussions with 

children and informal whole class assessment to pin point focus for teaching. This is due to the extended period of time that children 
have been engaging in remote learning.  

● Staff will work alongside families to bring school and home teaching into alignment.  
● Staff are aware of expectations and are realistic, focusing on what’s most important e.g. vocabulary and communication; health and 

wellbeing of all children and families. 
● EY Teachers work alongside subject leaders to plan a recovery curriculum that addresses the needs and arising areas of development 

for each EY cohort.   
● EY staff find opportunities to share good practice alongside the EY practitioners. 
● Staff plan and deliver a curriculum that can be followed in school and at home, addressing the need for Remote Learning in the 

event of localised lockdowns, or isolation due to ‘Track and Trace’  
● EY children will work as part of small groups but with heightened awareness of hygiene and handwashing.  
● All EY children will be reminded of the importance of ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ and reinforced regularly.  
● EY children will be provided with individual learning resources to reduce the spread of the virus during teaching time. If areas have 

shared resources, these will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day.  
● EY children will continue to access Continuous Provision to enhance Child Initiated learning. All resources will be cleaned at the end of 

each day and will only be used by one Year Group Bubble.  
● EY staff will support transition into Year 1, working together to support the delivery of continuous provision in KS1.  
● EY children will continue to access outdoor provision in their Year Group Bubbles. All resources and equipment will be thoroughly 

cleaned after use.  



● EY children will continue to work with outside agencies following the release of updated Government Guidance. This may not be 
applicable until Summer Term 2021.  

● No parents will be allowed to enter the Early Years settings. All parent appointments will need to be booked in advance. Any contact 
with parents will be done at a 2m social distance. At the start of the Nursery year, parental links will be made through a 1:1 Stay and 
Play visit.  

● EY Staff follow the Launchpad for Literacy Approach to support in the identification of gaps in all areas of Literacy (communication, 
language, visual and auditory memory, reading comprehension and phonics)  

Intent  Implementation  Impact 

A Burnopfield Early Years child will be 
provided with the foundations to equip them 
for later success, with particular focus on 
being Year 1 ready.  

Our children will be taught a broad and 
balanced curriculum, following the guidance 
on the Early Years Foundation Stage. Children 
will use this to develop their ability to be 
independent in preparation for Year 1.  

Children leave the Early Years with 
independent skills that can be transferable 
into the Year 1 National Curriculum.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will develop a 
growth mindset.    

Our children will be introduced to growth 
mind-set and be encouraged to ‘have a go’ 
‘Find a way Frog. The positive language of 
growth mindset is firmly embedded into our 
practice and used consistently across Early 
Years Settings. 

Children leave the Early Years  with a ‘can 
do’ attitude ready for the challenges of Key 
Stage 1. They have self belief and a 
willingness to try new things and begin to 
come up with solutions.  

A Burnopfield  Early Years child will have an 
understanding of respect, good manners and 
courtesy for others. We want them to 
understand the difference between right and 
wrong, and be taught strategies to self 
regulate their behaviour.  

Children are introduced to the respect 
agenda and will learn the Right, Rules and 
Responsibilities through stories and actions. 
The ‘Respect Agenda’ is reinforced on a 
daily basis across Early Years settings, making 
links to respecting property and people.  

Children leave the Early Years with a sense of 
right and wrong and are respectful to all 
people and things. They demonstrate high 
levels of self-control and can apply strategies 
to ensure they consistently behave well. 
Children respond highly to consistent positive 
praise.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will have a 
sense of adventure.  

Teachers plan engaging and exciting lessons 
to stimulate a sense of adventure in new 
contexts. Teacher ensure children are 
exposed to new experiences in both the 
indoor and outdoor environments  

Early Years children develop strategies to 
initiate their own adventures through 
continuous provision. They can apply their 
skills and are excited to learn, with an interest 
in the world around them. 



A Burnopfield Early Years child will have 
knowledge inspirational people close to 
them, and have an understanding of what 
inspiration is.  

Each new topic begins with a clear link to an 
inspirational person and their impact on the 
children – parents, grandparents, close 
family, friends, etc.  
Teachers will then make links to famous 
inspirational people- sports personalities and 
scientists etc.  

Early Years Children are inspired by hearing 
stories and learning about the lives of people 
who are close to them, and make links to the 
future.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will be taught, 
and develop, the skills that allow them to be 
physically active and have a healthy body. 

Our children will take part in weekly PE 
lessons, developing gross motor skills. 
Teachers will plan lessons to develop 
movement skills, climbing and countless 
opportunities to take part in physical 
activities. Outdoor provision will be used to 
enhance this further through climbing frames, 
bikes and scooters etc.  

Our children will leave the Early Years fit and 
healthy. Children have the relevant physical 
skills to support their development in Key 
Stage 1. Children will have an awareness of 
what it means to have a healthy body and 
how they can look after their bodies.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will know what 
it means to be emotionally resilient and value 
having a healthy mind.  

The Early Years provision provides high quality 
pastoral support. Children are given care 
and support, and are taught strategies to 
support emotional well being. Children have 
access Relax Kids if needed, and use the mile 
a day.  

Children leave the Early Years  as confident, 
happy and resilient individuals with a healthy 
body and mind. Children have a positive 
mental well being and have strategies to 
support them when faced with challenges or 
difficulties.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will have 
aspirations for the future and be ready to 
meet the challenges of the next stage of 
their education and their lives.  

Through our curriculum children have 
opportunities to experience the world of work 
and the types of jobs that people do. 
Children will have access to role play 
activities to support their understanding of 
different careers. Children will have 
opportunities to talk to children in Key Stage 1 
to support visions for the future.  

Early Years children have an understanding 
of the range of careers undertaken by 
people around them. Early years children will 
have an understanding of the next steps in 
the near future.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will know some 
strategies to support the development of 
their  long-term memory. 

Early Years teachers ensure children transfer 
key knowledge to long-term memory by 
recapping, consolidating and building on 

Children will enter Key Stage 1 having 
developed some strategies to support their 
long term memory. Children will enter Key 



future learning. Basic skills are revisited 
through input in the continuous provision and 
through teaching in a meaningful, 
memorable context. Teaching is sequenced 
so that new knowledge and skills build on 
what has been taught before and so that 
pupils can work towards clearly defined end 
points.  

Stage 1 ‘knowing more and remembering 
more’ to support them in the next stage of 
education.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will be 
exposed to a wide range of vocabulary and 
will use them in everyday learning and play.  

Children will be exposed to a broad range of 
new vocabulary based on themes, new 
books and their own interests. Each term 
settings will have ‘Vocabulary Drop’ to 
introduce new words to children. Correct 
speech and use of vocabulary will be 
modelled and corrected by adults.  

A Burnopfield child leaves the Early Years 
using a wide range of new vocabulary in 
everyday conversations and their learning.  
Children enter Year 1 using correct speech 
and language ready for the National 
Curriculum challenges.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will have a 
sense of belonging within their school 
surroundings and the immediate local area.  

Through continuous provision and adult led 
activities children will study the school around 
them and will find out about where they are 
in the world.  Every year the children will seek 
out part of the community and liaise with 
them to work together. Early Years Children 
will learn about inspirational local people 
who they are aware of e.g. Drs, Nurses, Rev 
Miller.  

Early Years children will have started to 
develop a sense of where they come from 
and know about the village they are in. Early 
Years Children have been exposed to 
inspirational people from the local area, 
giving them some aspirations for the future.   

A Burnopfield Early Years child will understand 
that we are all different yet all equal.  

Through curriculum assemblies and ‘In the 
News’, children know that we live in a diverse 
society. Children learn about different 
families and how they can be made up of 
different people. We have ‘Rainbow 
Ambassadors’ in school who promote 
equality and acceptance.  

Children leave the Early Years respectful and 
tolerant of everyone and know that in society 
we are‘all different but all equal.’  



A Burnopfield Early Years child will have 
access to a broad and balanced curriculum, 
driven by the needs and individual starting 
points of the children.  

Through detailed curriculum planning, 
teachers build in a range of opportunities for 
children to repeat knowledge and skills and 
consolidate learning to build on what they 
have studied in previous terms. Opportunities 
to consolidate learning will be offered as part 
of high quality continuous provision. Exit 
tickets will be introduced to all children to 
demonstrate ‘knowing more and 
remembering more.’ Early Years staff will plan 
creative and engaging activities based on 
the needs and starting points of every child.  

Children leave the Early Years  inspired to 
learn as they move into Year 1. Children 
consistently achieve highly, particularly the 
most disadvantaged and children with SEN. 
Children have developed strategies to 
support their long term memory to support 
recall in Key Stage 1.  

Burnopfield Early Years parents will take an 
active part in our curriculum.  

Parents are regularly invited into school to 
participate in their children’s learning through 
parent’s evenings, concerts, shows, 
workshops and stay and play activities.  

Parents are well-informed about the 
curriculum and school life. Parents engage 
well with school events.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will have 
started to build a bank of experiences linked 
to cultural capital.  

Every term, an out of school visit (or visitors 
into school) is planned for to link to the work 
studied in provision. We believe that this 
engages our children more fully into the 
topics they are studying, develops their a 
range of cultural experiences and helps them 
to succeed in life.  
 

Early Years children have been exposed to a 
wide variety of experiences during their time 
with us, experiences that they may not have 
the opportunity to engage in otherwise e.g. a 
National Trust property, a local farm, talking 
to local inspirational people, working with 
artists in school,  watching a theatre 
production etc 

A Burnopfield Early Years child will start to 
develop a love for the performing arts.  

Children have a range of opportunities to 
develop their experience of performing arts 
through school plays and performances, 
concerts etc. and through continuous 
provision. Children will be exposed to a wide 
range of musical opportunities and use role 
play areas are area enhancements to 
develop their imagination.  We have 

Early Years Children have had experience of 
performing arts through their play and adult 
led tasks, and begin to show increasing 
confidence when speaking in front of others. 

 



appointed a whole school Drama lead and 
a whole school Artsmark and Cultural lead.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will begin to 
understand the importance of showing high 
standards in all subjects and will take pride in 
both children initiated and independent 
tasks.  

Teachers in the Early Years  have high 
consistently expectations all children. 
Monitoring of the Early Years teaching and 
provision is  relentless. Teachers ensure that 
lessons are well prepared, meet the needs of 
the children and that children are 
challenged. Staff in the Early Years equip 
areas with high quality resources accessible 
to all children.  Teachers use highly effective 
questioning. Teachers consolidate learning 
and deepen understanding. 
Teachers and subject leaders have strong 
subject knowledge.   

Children leave the Early Years presenting 
work of a high quality.  Attainment at the end 
of the Early Years Foundation Stage is 
outstanding with a higher than national % of 
children achieving the Good Level of 
Development. Children leave the Early Years 
having made outstanding progress relative to 
their starting points.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will have 
developed strategies to support reading, and 
a love of reading.  

Reading is prioritised to allow children to 
access the full curriculum. Children take part 
in systematic synthetic phonics sessions 
across the Early Years Provision. Continuous 
provision develops this love of reading further 
and provides opportunities for children to 
apply reading skills and knowledge.  
Children access regular story times, using this 
time to develop listening and comprehension 
skills.  

Children have the foundations to ensure they 
can read well. They read widely and with 
developing  fluency and comprehension 
appropriate to their age. Children have a 
range of favourite authors and a 
well-developed vocabulary through a clear 
love for reading.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will use 
Standard English.  

All  Early Years staff are reminded to use 
Standard English and children are constantly 
encouraged to do the same. Children will 
have incorrect sentences modelled back to 
them and broken English will be modelled 
using expansion.  

Children leave the Early Years using standard 
English and mostly speaking in full sentences. 
Children enter Year 1 using well-developed 
language and vocabulary. 



A Burnopfield Early Years child will develop 
an understanding of British Values. 

Pupil voice is high priority and we ensure that 
children experience democracy and through 
assemblies and in class votes, we promote 
many aspects of British Values. Children in the 
Early Years will be taught the importance of 
rights through our 4 school rights: the right to 
be safe; the right to learn; the right to be 
happy and the right to be valued. Children 
will begin to understand what it means to be 
valued and will begin to use the vocabulary 
British Values through adult modelling.  

Children leave the Early Years with an 
understanding of life in Britain and what it 
means to have values and be valued.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will be aware 
of the world around them outside of their 
largely white British community. 

Through weekly ‘In the News’ lessons children 
talk about what has been happening outside 
of school and the local area. They listen to 
news stories and watch Newsround to gain 
an understanding of events, which are age 
appropriate, in the world around them.  

Children enter Key Stage One with an 
understanding of major events and current 
issues in the world. Children leave the Early 
Years with an understanding of its 
importance in their lives.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will develop 
academically, spiritually, morally, culturally 
and socially.  

Through assemblies, In the News, RSHE and 
RE, children develop spiritually, morally, 
culturally and socially.  Children also use 
enhanced continuous provision opportunities 
to develop as a whole child through the 
Characteristics of Effective Learning.  

Children leave the Early Years having 
developed an understanding of what is right 
and wrong, and understanding that actions 
can have consequences. Children enter Year 
1 fully understanding the 4 Golden Rules, 
knowing about their basic personal beliefs 
and understanding that people can follow 
different religions and faiths. 

A Burnopfield Early Years child will engage in 
learning outside the classroom.  

Outdoor continuous provision gives children 
opportunities to learn in different 
environments. Children are provided with 
opportunities to apply skills and consolidate 
learning in a range of areas in the outdoors. 
Adult Led activities ensure that children make 
good use of our forest school and many 
different aspects of learning take place 

Children leave the Early Years having 
developed a love of the outdoors! Children 
know that learning doesn’t just take place in 
the classroom. Children have collaborative 
skills and practical skills that they can apply 
across the curriculum.  



outdoors. Children use the outdoors to 
develop fine and gross motor skills to support 
learning and development in all aspects of 
school life.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will keep 
themselves safe online.  

Online safety and digital literacy is constantly 
reinforced in every year group at regular 
intervals every term. Continuous provision 
allows children to use technology safely and 
demonstrate their understanding of staying 
safe online at an age appropriate level.  

Children leave the Early Years understanding 
the importance of staying safe online. They 
know that information should be kept private 
and adult supervision and support is vital.  

A Burnopfield Early Years child will have up to 
date knowledge of computing and 
technology in the world around.  

Computing skills are taught discretely in the 
Early Years with access to iPads to support 
learning in continuous provision. Children will 
be introduced to the google classroom to 
support transition into Year 1. iPad access will 
allow children to navigate technology to 
support the development of other areas of 
the curriculum e.g Reading, Writing, Number 
Formation and recognition.  Staff use every 
opportunity to enhance teaching and 
learning through technology.  
 

Children leave the Early Years with increasing 
confidence when using technology. They are 
able to use technology discretely and to 
support every area of their learning.  

 
Built into the curriculum this year are themed days where children are immersed in a subject with links to the EYFS Areas of Learning; History, 
Geography, Art, DT  etc. Making links to the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum.  Health and Fitness week is an annual event, promoting 
healthy body and healthy mind.  Safer Internet Day is celebrated in February each year following the SID theme. 


